Vienna

640 years it was the capital of the Hapsburg empire—started and lost WWI and with it most of its holdings then --WWII destroyed 25% of buildings

In 1900’s it was 5th largest city in World (after NY, London, Paris, Berlin)

Hapsburgs ruled Austria from 1273-1918

Maria Theresa (mom to 16 kids/12 that survived) ruled from 1740-1765—established her realm by successful marriages of her children to enemies and allies alike

Marie Antoinette married France’s Louis XVI
MT was a social reformer, taxed church and nobility, gave six years of educations to all, free health care, welcomed Mozart as a boy

Vienna has been the mecca for musicians, Haydn, Mozart, Beethoven, Schubert, Brahms,

Addresses start with “Bezirk” followed by street, then building number

Anything higher than 9th Bezirk is far way

TI –near Opera on Albertinaplatz—get the free tourist map(also available at hotels)
Daily 9-19 www.info.wien.at
Vienna from A to Z   E$3.75

Skip the Vienna Card (RS recommends skipping)
www.info.wein.at
Arrival

South Station—Sudbahnhof

Arrival from Italy/Prague

To reach city center, follow the “S”signs (Schnellbahn)….to right and down the stairs…take any train in directrion “Floridsdorf”—transfer in two stops at Landsstrasse Wein Mitte to U-3 yellow line direction Ottakring which will go to the Stephansplatz or Miriahilfer Strasse hotels
Airport is 10 miles away from train station

E$5 shuttle bus to Westbahnhof (35 min) or City Air Terminal  (20min)
Or metro to Wien-Mitte Station take S-Bahn or S-7 yellow  E$3  2hour   24 min
Or Taxi E$45

Bus/Tram/Metro  Tickets—use same tickets

Buy at Taback shop or Vorverakuf office at station

24 hours pass E5  72 hour pass E$12
Acht Tage Karte  - 8 days is E$24   can be shared

Tram #1 and #2 zip along Ring road—push buttons and pull latches, door don’t auto open
Taxis are ok

Banks open until 3:00

Rieger Bank is an exchange rip off

Westbanhof—has grocery store/ATM
***Tram Do-It-Yourself Tour—Tram 2—
get on at Opera         Sit on right side front  Copy 254 5o 257 for each person

Self Guided Walk RS pg 428

***Opera (Staatsoper)

567 Stehplatz (standing room spots)
Standing room spots E$2.20 to 3.65—window in lobby opens 80 mins before performance   www.weiner-staatsoper.at
Sacher Café (nearby—faces the rear of the Opera)

Sachertorte—every chocoholics fantasy                    Coffee and cake E$8
Philharmoniker Strasse 4

Monument against War and Facism  behind Opera on Albertinaplatz Pg 258
**Karntner Strasse—grand mall like street with great people watching delights—shops, music, casino

**House of Music—Haus der Musik

Newest museum—touch screen computers and headphones

Open late—good evening activity

Daily 10-22 

Two blocks from Opera at Seilerstatte 30

E$8 or E$10 for Vienna Philharmonic combo
**St. Stephan’s Cathedral

Center of the City     M-Sa 6-22 Sun 7-22

Entertaining Eng tour at 15:45

Two towers

North -- with 21 ton big bell -- has elevator  and mediocre views E$4
South -- 343 steps spiral staircase—good views Use the A to Z Book E$3
Crypt in left transcept.. $E3 M-S 10-11:30 13-16:30    enter only with tour

Zanoni, Zanoni (gelato)

7:00 – 24:00  turn right as you leave church 

Go up Rotenturnstrasse one block to Lugeck 7

Stephansplatz is the church square is colorful and lively, Graben St is fun with  street entertainment and Julius Meinl am Graben a posh supermarket gourmet with a take away counter (Am Braben 19)

and Kohlmarkt offers elegant shopping
Public WC .50 on Dorotheergasse is a must see
From Graben, turn left on Kohlmarkt—elegant shopping street leads to palace brags they are good enough for  K.U.K  Konig und Kaiser—kings and emperor

Kohlmarkt ends at Michaelsensplat
#14 Kohlmark Demel—ultimate Vienese Chocolate shop

**Hofburg—640 years of architecture

Family home of 13thC Hapsburg

Now home of Spanish Riding Schook, Vienna’s Boys Choir and president’s office, 5000 government offices and important museums
Focus on Three areas

Imperial Apartments, Treasury and Neue Burg

In der Burg Square -- In the square, the statute of Emperor Franz II—grandson of MT, grandfather of Franz Joseph, father-in-law of Napoleon

**Imperial Apartments (Kaiserappartements)

Versailles type “I wish I were God” royal rooms

E$8 Daily 9-17

You wont need the E$7 guidebook—Copy page 262-265   audioguide is included
Get tickets and climb two flights up and follow RS guide

***Treasury

Best jewels on the continent—21 rooms of glitterling spectors, swords, crowns, robes, jewelry 
Closed Tues,   W-M 10-18 E$8
Art guide mini video is free extremely helpful
Point infra red computers at display cases for info
*New Palace Museum

Armor, music, Greek and Ephesus statues

Music headsets

$E8 Daily 10-18 closed Tues
Burggarten Palace Gardens
E$5 Daily 10-16:45 Sa-Sun 10-18:45

Lipizzaner Museum—famous riding school---Closed in July and August
E$5 Daily 9-18 

Reitchulgasse 2

www.spanische-reitschule.com
*Augustiner Church on Josefsplatz—Hapsburgs married and buried there for generations
Fine tomb of MT favorite daughter   Sunday Mass is a concert
**Kaisergruft
147 bodies (minus the heart that are at Augustiner Church) 

$E3.75 –get the .35 map at the front door with the family tree and coffin location info

Albertina Museum  Durer Rembrandt, Rubens   E$9
***Schonbrunn Palace—

Rivals Versailles—4 miles from Center
1441 rooms, only 40 open to the public

Daily 8:30 – 17

Make a reservation tel.01/8111/3239    Get appt time and ticket number

Check in 30 in early and to to second desk and give your ticket number to get tickets

3 tours offered….do Grand Tour with audioguide  E$11.50
Take tram 58 from Westbahnhof or take U4 to Schonbrunn and walk 300 meters

Main entrance is on the left side

Coach Museum—50 carriages, sleighs, E44.50 Daily 9-18

***Kunsthistorische Museum

Hapsburg art collections—Durer, Rubens, Titans, Raphael, Bruegrel

E10 closed M, Tues-Sun 10-18  Try the helpful audioguide  E$2
Natural History Museum—moon rocks and dinosaur stuff

E$8W-M 9-18:30   hit with children
Academy of Fine Arts—Sosch Bottecelli, Rubens  

Closed M, Tues-Sun10-16  E$5   E$2.50 audioguide
Belvedere Palace—palace of Prince Eugene of Savoy 19th-20th C art

Skip lower palace…do top floors and gardens

Judenplatz—Jewish museum

Leopold Museum—Modern art of Schiele, 

Historic Museum of City of Vienna

Folkloric Museum of Austria

Museum of Military History

Imperial Furniture Collection
Leichtenstein Museum

KunstHaus Wein

People Watching – Activities –Eating -- Entertaining
City Park—musicians, ponds, peacocks and fun
Prater Amusement Park—220’ferris wheel, roller coaster, bumper cars
Daily 9-24 U-1 Praterstern

Fun place to spend a summer evening with 1000’s of Viennese

Eat at Schweizerhaus or Wiselburger Bierinsel
Naschmarkt—
produce market (flea market on Sat)  map pg 255 Near Opera on Weinzeile
M-F 7-18 Sat 6-13  closed Sun
U4 Kettenbruckengasse
Picnic park block down Scheleifmuhlgasse

Wine Gardens

1700 acres of vinegardens inside city limits

Hapsburgs allowed the vintners to seel wine tax free 300 days a year….so it began a lot of wine garden restaurants.

Heorige—new wine

Fill you plate with self serve cold cut buffet E$2.50 ¼ liter

Grinzing—wine suburb

Take U2 To Schollentor Universita

Then Tram 38 to end   Follow Himmelgasse uphill to onion dome

10 dag = 100 gram = ¼ lb
Slelze—gilled pork knuckles
Schinkenfleckerlin—pasta with ham and cheese

Schmalz- spread with pic fat

Blunzen—blood black pudding

Presskopf—jellied brains

Liptauer—cheese spread

Kornspitz—bread

Kummelbraten—crispy roast portk

Beisl—Viennese Tavern

Vinna Schnitzel—Weiner Schnitzel—breaded veal

Topfenstrudel—sweet cheese/raisin strudel

Gulasch

Gruner Veltliner—dry white wine

Traubenmost or Most—heavenly grape juice but alcohol free
Viertel-quarter liter wine
Achtel-1/8 liter wine
Beer—krugel ½ liter  or seidel .3 liter (10 oz)
Gigerl Stadtheuriger

Near Heurige experience

Cheese/meats cost $2.50-$3 /100 gram  -- just point to what looks good
10 dag – 100 gram

Behind cathedral a block off Kartner Strasse…a few cobbles off Rauhensteingasse on Blumenstack
Rosenberger Markt Restaurant

RS favorite for fast/light meals

Fruits, veggies/juices salads

Maysedergasse 2   ride glass elevator down

Buffet Trzesniewski

Finger sandwiches and small beers $.75 each

Dorotheergass

Take drink tokens to lady on the right

Karlplatz
U1/U2/U4 to Karlsplatz – fine picnic square with fun atmosphere

Charles Church  read page 461 E$6 restorations work

Julius Meinl am Graben –grocery, deli, gourmet

City Hall—Food Circus with outdoor food stands and hundreds of picnic tables.

